The Wellerman

"Soon May The Wellerman Come", €¢galement connu sous le nom de "The Wellerman", est un chant de marins de chasse a la baleine

des années 1860-70, originaire de Nouvelle-Z¢lande.

L’ histoire de la chasse a la baleine en Nouvelle-Z¢lande s’étend de la fin du 18eme siecle a 1965. Dans les années 1830, des commercants

nés en Angleterre, les freres Weller, vendaient des provisions aux baleiniers en Nouvelle-Z¢élande depuis leur base d’ Otakou,

pres de 1’actuelle Dunedin. Leurs employés sont devenus connus sous le nom de « wellermen », d’ou le titre de la chanson.

Le refrain, avec « apportez-nous du sucre, du theé et du rhum », illustre ainsi le fait que les freres Weller

ctaient les principaux fournisseurs de baleiniers a terre.

Publiée pour la premiere fois dans un livre de chansons folkloriques néo-zé¢landaises en 1973, la chanson est devenue un succes viral improbable
sur le réseau social TikTok en 2021, ou elle a €t¢ popularisée comme un chant de marin.
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There once was a ship that put to sea the name of the ship was the Bil-ly of Tea The
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winds blew  up her bow dipped down Oh blow my bul - ly boys blow (huh!)
> au refrain
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Soon may the Wel-ler-man come to bring us su - gar and tea and rum,
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Soon may the Wel-ler-man come to  bring us su - gar and tea and rum,
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One day when the  ton-guin' 1s done  we'll take our leave and go
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One day when the  ton-guin' 1s done  we'll take our leave and go
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One day when the  ton-guin' 1s done  we'll take our leave and go
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She had not been two weeks from  shore when down on  her a right whale bore The
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cap - tamn called all hands and  swore: he'd take that whale and tow (huh!)

> au refrain
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Be - fore the boat had  hit the wa - ter the whale tail came up and caught her All
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hands to the side  har - pooned and  fought  her When she dived down low (huh!)
> au refrain
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No Ilimme was cut— no whale was freed and the cap -tain's mind was not of greed And
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he be - longed to the whale - man's creed She took that ship in tow (huh!)
> au refrain
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For  for - ty days or e - ven more the line went slack then tight once more All
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boats were lost there were on - ly four but still  that whale did go (huh!)
> au refrain
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As far as I've heard  the fight's still on The Iline's not cut and the whale's not gone The
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wel - ler-man makes  his re - gu-lar call to en - cou-rage the cap - tain crew and all

(huh!)

> au refrain X 2




